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HAPPY NEW YEAR
N EWHAVEN HERITAGE’S resident historian, Sophia Abrahamsen, 

brought this interesting fact about Hogmanay in Newhaven to 
Bow-Tow’s attention.  

Her mother told her that pre-First World War, it was a tradition of the bairns 
in the village, of which she was one, to chap on neighbours’ doors on Auld 
Year’s Nicht and recite the following poem:-

“RISE UP AULD HEN AND SHAKE YOUR FEATHERS,
AND DINNAE THINK THAT WE ARE BEGGARS.

WE ARE BAIRNS OOT TAE PLAY.
RISE UP AND GIE US OOR HOGMANAY”

For their cheek, the children were usually rewarded with a sweetie, a 
cake, or a piece of Black Bun. 

May 2016 be a year of peace and good health, and may it bring the reward and 
happiness in simple pleasures the bairns of yesteryear found all those years ago.

I WOULD LIKE TO wish all of our supporters a “Guid 
New Year and many more to come” and thank you 
all for the interest you have shown and support 

you have given to Newhaven Heritage throughout the 
past year.

We are also indebted to local businesses for the 
help  they continue to give in different ways. Cafe 
Connections at the Church, the Haven at Annfield, 
Mason’s, Porto and Fi, and Welch the Fishmonger 
have consistently provided outlets for the products we 
have sold to boost our funds and publicity for our cause 
and we thank them for their sterling efforts. Asda had 
also given us ready access to their committee room 
which has been invaluable.

As ever, we are particularly grateful to the staff and 
pupils  of Victoria Primary School. Their commitment 
to the history of Newhaven and the work they do in 
building a sense of community in the village, is an 
inspiration and example to all of us.

From this Bow-Tow you will see there are a lot of 
activities in prospect for the coming year that we hope 
you will be able to enjoy — and maybe even take part 
in some.  The “beautification” of the village is gathering 

pace and the more hands we can put to the plough, 
the quicker we can think of entering the village as a 
candidate for Scotland in Bloom.  Heather (see page 
3) has been leading a growing team whose work is 
already improving the local environment and looks 
like achieving major change for the better in the year 
ahead.

Chris Garner’s eminently readable book will be a must 
for all Bow-Tows.  It covers an era which includes 
the time when Newhaven was thriving as a fishing 
village, its gradual commercial decline then physical 
despoliation and gives a voice to those who lived 
through these times.  Pictures of the last of these 
misfortunes have been ably captured by George 
Liston and will comprise a major part of the Exhibition 
we hope to set up (provided the Lottery Fund looks 
kindly on our application).

From Dougie’s report you will see that the choir goes 
from strength to strength and all of the foregoing will 
serve to consolidate the continuing sense of community 
in the village.  

It also helps demonstrate its uniqueness and underpins 
our case and quest for the Newhaven Heritage Centre..

c

RIGHT: Edwin, 
Christine and Roy 

Cummings and 
their dog
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WITH BATED BREATH
SOMETIMES THE confluence of a number of 

factors turns an event from the mundane into 
the spectacular.  Such an outcome is about to 

happen and it’s got everyone at Newhaven Heritage 
rather excited.

The first element was being provided with access to 
the significant photo library of the late George Liston.  
Those who have purchased this year’s calendar (limited 
stocks still available from Welch the Fishmonger and 
from Newhaven Heritage) have been enthralled by 
the images of Newhaven in the 1960s.  These are but 
a mere foretaste of the treasure trove with which we 
have been provided.  

George had the foresight to record on film the streets 
and the life of Newhaven in the period before large 
tracts of the village were demolished.  The sad sight 
of the buildings, once proud homes, being torn down 
is particularly memorable.  It has to be said, however, 
that the rejuvenated neighbourhood looked clean and 
bright in the final complementary photographs.

The second component is the publication of a new 
book, “Newhaven Voices — A Scottish Fishing 
Community’s Story” by Chris Garner covering the 
period in Newhaven from 1928 until 1978, i.e. within 
the living memory of some of the villages oldest 
inhabitants.  

This well-researched and thoroughly readable book 
published by Newhaven Heritage.  The beginning and 
end dates are not random for they cover the period from 
the launch of the last boat built in Newhaven, through 
the war years, the fall of the fishing trade locally, and 

ultimately the trauma of the village’s redevelopment 
and, some say, ethnic cleansing in the 70s.  Chock-full 
of reminiscences of those best suited to tell the tales 
— people like George Campbell, Jim Park, Frances 
Milligan, Elsie Tierney, George Hackland and many 
others — these succinctly serve to illuminate the life, 
social cohesion and mores that kept the community 
together in good times and bad.  Flora Rutherford 
has drawn a particularly interesting map of Newhaven 
showing the 48 shops, 2 banks, 2 hotels, 9 pubs  and 
30 other businesses to be found along the Main Street 
of the 30s and 40s.

Finally, we are delighted that Newhaven Community 
Choir has grown in confidence, maturity and stature 
which was amply displayed last November at the 
National Library of Scotland when they staged “Caller 
Ou”, a newly created musical story about the fishing 
industry written by Jan Bee Brown — something that 
deserves a new opportunity for those who missed it 
the first time.

Taking all these aspects into account, Newhaven 
Heritage has decided to host an exhibition and concert 
on Saturday 5th March at David Lloyd’s Sports Centre 
when the doors will open at 6.00 pm to view the exhibition 
with the choir’s performance beginning at 7.30 pm. 

In truth, the ambitions of Newhaven Heritage extend 
to loftier heights with the format of the exhibition which 
could possibly be open for five days.  Presently, a grant 
application has been lodged with the Heritage Lottery 
Fund to allow the charity to fulfil their aspirations but 
until the outcome is known, the publicity for this will 
have to wait.  Look out for more information dropping 
into your e-Mailbox or letterbox soon.

NEW BOOK 

OUT  
SOON
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GREENING NEWHAVEN
NEWHAVEN HERITAGE want to create a 

garden under the Armada Stone on Newhaven 
Main Street. Work was started last September 

on this area.  The unsightly plastic membrane which 
had become visible in places was stripped out and 
the area weeded.  Over the following weeks, an effort 
has been made to create a clean palette which will be 
designed to create something more attractive.

The plan is to create a place for people in which to relax 
and be at peace.  There will be biodiversity-enhancing 
plants in this area which will become a commemoration 
garden.  These will  provide wildlife interest in the 
garden. Small trees or other plants will be dedicated in 
the memory of those buried in Newhaven’s Old Burial 
Ground, which is situated opposite the garden.  The 
seat will be made by a local joiner with inscriptions on 
seating or driftwood as a way to commemorate those 
who were lost at sea. as well as relate the history of 
Newhaven and the links to the Bow-Tows and fishing 
heritage. something that should be celebrated and 
promoted.  By having this small park, children will be 
able to learn the history of the village.

Wildlife will thrive in the Garden of Peace and we can 
enhance their life with insect hotels and bird tables.  The 
young children that are living in flats can see wildlife 
and record what is happening in their area.  This can 
be used by Victoria Primary as well as reminiscing with 
older people who have memories to share and tales to 
tell. Storytelling can take place so tales of the sea can 
be revived.

The garden will provide a tranquil, peaceful atmosphere 
that everyone can enjoy as well as encouraging people 
to unite together as a community.  So far, a team of 
local people aged from 3 to 89 have been working 
preparing the garden and they will be delighted when 
there is somewhere to sit as well as some fruit trees to 
enhance the area and splendid colours that make the 
place come alive.  “Many hands make light work” is a 
true adage and more volunteers are always welcome.  
If you are able to lend an occasional hand for some 
(mostly) light gardening tasks, please contact 
Heather Yang, Newhaven Heritage’s Environment 
Co-ordinator at greenfingers@newhavenonforth.
org.uk.   The team of volunteers usually meet on Friday 
afternoons or Sundays if people are free.

The garden will offer nurture to local residents, 
especially the people that are wanting to improve their 
wellbeing.  Locally there are a number of people with 
ill health. People that are frail can enjoy a seat outside 
with the fresh smell from the flowers.  Plans include 
a wild flower area and plants with pleasant fragrance, 
biodiversity value, or other sensory qualities

There will be more community engagement and a 
chance for people to sit together for a blether in an 
improved environment and cared for space, as well as 
opportunities for generations to share stories as they 
sit there and look at the wildlife that is attracted to the 
wee park.  The community can utilise a space that at 
the moment is not being used and is in disrepair.

A big “thank you” is owed to Rob Ford of Edinburgh 
and Lothians Greenspace Trust who has offered vital 
information on plants and encouragement and to Ian 
Goodman from MyParkScotland who has been really 
supportive.  Thanks to him,  we have established a 
crowdfunding page to raise funds to develop the garden!  
We have already received a donation from Canada 
which allowed us to do what we have done so far.  If 
you would like to make a monetary contribution, 
you can connect with www.mypark.scot/projects/
newhaven-community-garden.  Please consider 
making a donation to help us create the Newhaven 
Community Garden.

Readers will also be pleased to hear that Heather met 
with the City of Edinburgh Council (CEC) between 
Christmas and New Year, thanks to the helpful co-
operation of Councillor Gordon Munro and Council 
Officer Alan Birnie and they are willing to offer some 
tubs, mulch, paving for a path and a few plants.  The 
CEC has also offered the group the responsibility of 
two other areas to develop.  How good is that?  

And we cannot miss out our good friends at Starbank 
Park who have provided us with bulbs and have been 
generous with their time.  We look forward to much 
future co-operation with them in the nature of real 
community spirit.

By the way the red bin at the fence is from Dundee 
Council.  How, we do not know but it’s a wee unique 
element for Newhaven. 



Newhaven Heritage is under the aegis of The Newhaven Heritage Centre, a Scottish registered charity SC044837

ROBERT BANNATYNE FINLAY, 1st Viscount Finlay of Nairn, 
GCMG, PC, QC was a British lawyer, doctor and politician who 
rose to become Lord Chancellor of Great Britain.

Robert was born in Michaelfield, Newhaven on 11 July 1842, the son of 
William Finlay, a physician, and Ann, daughter of Robert Bannatyne.  He 
was educated at Edinburgh Academy and Edinburgh University, graduating 
in medicine in 1864.  Deciding that law was more his interest,  he entered 
Middle Temple as a student in 1865.  Finlay was called to the bar two years 
later and built up a successful practice, becoming a Queen’s Counsel in 
1882. Three years later he was elected Liberal Member of Parliament for 
the Inverness Burghs, but broke with William Gladstone over Irish Home 
Rule and joined the Liberal Unionists in 1886. He lost his seat in 1892 but 
regained it three years later, the same year he was appointed Solicitor General and knighted.

In 1900, Finlay became Attorney General for England and Wales and also became President of the Edinburgh 
Sir Walter Scott Club, and gave the Toast to Sir Walter at the club’s annual dinner.  In 1902 he was elected Lord 
Rector of Edinburgh University.  For his services in representing the British Empire in a number of international 
legal arbitrations, he was appointed GCMG (Knight Grand Cross of the Order of St Michael and St George) in 
1904, and the in following year became a Privy Counsellor.  However, in the 1906 general election he again lost 
his seat, and it was to be another four years before he returned to Parliament as representative for Edinburgh and 
St Andrew’s Universities.

In 1916, Finlay became Lord Chancellor in Lloyd George’s coalition government, being at the same time created 
Baron Finlay of Nairn.  He sat on the Woolsack for three years as Lord Speaker in the House of Lords, and in 1919, 
on his retirement, was created Viscount Finlay of Nairn.  The following year he was appointed a British member 
of the Court of Arbitration at The Hague, and in 1921 was elected a Judge of the Permanent Court of International 
Justice established by the League of Nations.

Lord Finlay married Mary, daughter of Cosmo Innes, the noted Scottish historian and antiquary, in 1874.  She died 
in June 1911. Lord Finlay died on March  9, 1929, aged 86, at his home in Kensington, London, and was buried at 
Nairn.  He was succeeded in his titles by his son, William.

(Extracted from Wikipedia with thanks)
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ROBERT FINLAY
1842-1929

Lord Chancellor of Great Britain

NEWHAVENERS    HISTORYof    

MEET THE STEERING GROUP
Heather Yang

In 2015, I was so excited to be offered a warm welcome from the committee of Newhaven Heritage 
Centre as my objective has been to make Newhaven pretty with loads of colour and less weeds. 

My gardening skills started when I was aged 5 and cut all the daffodils in my parents’ garden in a 
village near Glasgow and distributed them to all the houses in our street making some people very 
happy but not my mother!

When I lived in China in the 1980s, I was fortunate to stay in the Botanical Garden in Kunming and 
though I have a love for plants, my knowledge is limited. Though now in my 50s I am keen to learn 
as we develop the areas in Newhaven and bring gorgeous scent to the village.

Eight years ago I moved with my family and dog to Newhaven and really feel that we are at home 
in the old fisherman’s cottage, and adore being near the sea and find the harbour is full of delights.
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NEWHAVEN CHURCH HALL, CRAIGHALL ROAD  
 7.00 pm prompt 

Dates for your diary

Our first meeting of the New Year will be on Tuesday 12 January when all will be entertained with a great selection of well known 
(mainly Scottish) music and songs from the ‘Band With No Name’, now in their eighth year of visiting Newhaven and always a 
great night to help warm and cheer everyone up in the cold month of January.

On 9 February, Dr Eric Graham, an Edinburgh author and historian will visit and give the group a talk on ‘Enemy Submarine 
Detection in the Forth during World War 1’.  Submarines were a new and challenging threat to Britain and their detection was of 
paramount importance to protect the naval base at Rosyth and prevent the destruction of Britains Great Navy.

A slight change from the original schedule is that on Tuesday 8 March, Andrew Grant, Leith historian, who visited our group last 
year, makes a return to give us a talk on a walk that he and his wife completed — ‘A Walk from La Puy on Valey to Santiago de 
Compostela’.  I have been assured that there will be some wonderful scenery on show.

Finally on Tuesday 5 April, James Lawson from North Queensferry historical group, will give our group a talk on North Queensferry. 
The village of North Queensferry had great importance in years gone by and has many hidden treasures.

Everyone is welcome to come along to all or any of the talks, and enjoy a cup of tea / coffee following the meeting.

NEWHAVEN HISTORY GROUP

THE JOYS OF SPRING
by Alastair Robertson

T HE FRIENDS OF Starbank Park have exciting plans for 2016.  
We will be working with Victoria Primary School on our big 
project, a nature trail to help children engage with flowers, trees 

and wildlife in the park.  The trail will be 70m long and wind through the 
trees beside the Laverockbank Road boundary wall and themed around 
fairytales by Hans Christian Andersen. Each story will have its own area, 
each with a statue of the main character and with flowers and bushes 

that are both relevant to the story and insect friendly. The trail will have new bird boxes, bat boxes 
and insect hotels.  Information boards will describe the trail, local wild life and Trinity’s historical link 
to Hans Christian Andersen. There will be log seats for children and a small, free children’s library. 

This magical Fairytale Trail will promote children’s literacy and develop imagination and creativity, 
hopefully, making Starbank Park the number one literary park in Scotland! The trail will also increase 
biodiversity. It will increase children’s engagement with flora and fauna in their local environment. 

We have already raised £2250 (including a very generous cheque from Asda), almost half the 
project cost. We hope to raise the rest through our own fundraising and through the MyParkScotland 
crowdfunding website - http://www.mypark.scot/.  Any donations, either through MyParkScotland or 
direct to the Friends of Starbank Park*, will be greatly appreciated and put to good use.

We will, of course, continue on our general planting and 
maintenance to improve the park and retain our Green 
Flag.  The first stage has been extensive planting of 
spring bulbs and we hope that the spring show in the park 
will be even better than last year.

* friendsofstarbankpark@gmail.com or at Friends of 
Starbank Park, c/o Alastair Robertson, 12 Beresford 
Avenue, Edinburgh EH5 3ET. 
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NEXT ISSUE — Published early April 2016
If you have any suggestions for features that you would like to see in future Bow-Tows, do please get in touch with 
us at Newhaven Heritage at archivist@newhavenonforth.org.uk.  The deadline for this next issue is Saturday 
12th March, 2016. Thank you.
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by Dougie Ratcliffe

IN FINE VOICE
NEWHAVEN COMMUNITY CHOIR

W ELL IT’S 2016 and a new year with hopefully exciting times ahead for the choir.  But a quick look back to 
the latter part of the year when in November we performed at the National Library of Scotland with our 
show, “Caller Ou”, as a part of the Scottish International Storytelling Festival. This was very successful 

and generated a lot of interest from the audience, many wanting to know if it would be done again and when? The 
answer is on Saturday 5th March at 7.30pm in the function suite of the David Lloyd Sports Centre.

December saw the choir taking part in Light Night, the official switching on of Edinburgh’s Christmas lights. A short, 
but well received set on stage in George Street was our contribution.  Back to our usual stamping ground later in 
the month where we were singing at the switching on of the Christmas lights at Victoria School.  We did a set on 
stage for the official switch on, then an impromptu set as the children went into the school to see Santa. A very 
enjoyable nights singing.

To end off the year we had our popular bring and share party.  Food and drink was consumed and a fair bit of 
singing took place this year, as well as the telling of some Christmas tales.  This led to ideas hopefully for future 
events. An excellent end to a successful year. 

On to 2016 and the first major event in the calendar, is the exhibition about Newhaven, being organised by 
Newhaven Heritage in March. This will take place in the David Lloyd Sports Centre, also Victoria School and at the 
Living Memory venue in Ocean Terminal.  Our programme is still to be decided and worked on, however, hopefully 
we will be at all three venues.

Our neighbours over the bridge have kindly given us an invitation to perform at the Leith Festival this year. Usually 
this is in June but date and venue is to be confirmed.  Keep an eye on the choir website, Newhaven Community 
Choir and the Newhaven on Forth Facebook page for updates.  

The Newhaven Gala Day, again usually in June, is a given that we will be there again leading the singing, at what 
is the “main event” of the year. Singing in the community for the community is what we’re about.  

Last but not least, if you’re interested in singing and joining a choir which is very casual and very welcoming, come 
and join us at 7pm on Tuesday evenings at Victoria School.


