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The history of the beginnings
of Newhaven can be found on
the panels at the Old Burial
Ground on Main Street
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Catching the Jeely
Pieces of History
By Dr J J “Jeff” Liston FLS, Chair of Newhaven Heritage
This last week saw the end of my first year as Chair of Newhaven Heritage, a somewhat daunting position of
community responsibility. Often chairs of such organisations can go on in post for years, and from the outside
we can ask, what is it that nourishes them through such an experience, that gives them the strength and the
appetite to strive continually forward to their charitable goals?
The answer – clearly – is Newhaven cuisine.
My father would reminisce how
as a boy, neighbours would throw
down a ‘jeely piece’ (or ‘jam
sandwich’ to the less enlightened)
from second floor tenement flats
in Ann Street. Inasmuch as
anything, it was an exercise in
natural selection, to see if the
recipient could manage to catch
it before it self-destructed on the
pavement or cobbles, resulting in
he or she going hungry.
My mother, however, came from
what was known as the ‘wrang
side o’ the river’ — aka Leith —
and perhaps this was why she
never had a strong affinity for
Newhaven cuisine. It could also
have been because of that time
ABOVE: Ann Street around 1965, scene of many a jeely piece. These tenements
her mother-in-law — the last
were soon to be demolished and the families moved out never to return.
Newhaven fishwife — once served
us apple and rhubarb tart in her
front room at Newhaven Main Street. As we enthusiastically tucked in, my grandmother — with perfect timing
— casually announced that she had made the tart in the same pan that she washed her ‘pair o’ pants’ in. I still
remember that shocked look on my mother’s face, mid-mouthful, on that Wednesday afternoon over 40
years ago …
This does play to a certain stereotype, of course — one might well ask what can one learn about food from a
community that was historically so poor, even if it was a central fishing port to supply Scotland’s capital? But
poverty is no bar to delicacy — let us not forget that historically the food of the poor in Edinburgh and
surrounding districts was port and oysters, yet the spread of upmarket port and oyster bars throughout
contemporary Edinburgh indicates that is nothing to be sniffed at.
Additionally, from its very origins as the site for the Great Michael’s construction, Newhaven has a proud
history of immigration with unusually close subsequent integration — this latter including Newhaven citizens
defending immigrants against external racist mobs — so this does indicate a likelihood of local cuisine that is
more open to pushing the flavour envelope than elsewhere.
Yet of course the recipes that tend to survive are rarely those of the poor — usually the wealthy are better at
recording their partaking of exotic foodstuffs, although they are often influenced more by trends from outside
Scotland that were seen as fashionable, and therefore to be imbibed in if one wanted to be seen as socially
advancing.
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As the generations die the opportunity to preserve such memories
becomes ever more remote and unlikely. The mid-twentieth century
Newhaven Clearances also dispersed a significant component of the
community away to other parts of Edinburgh and beyond, making that
consolidating and nurturing environment harder to find, that is so
essential to preserving such pieces of history. At Newhaven Heritage
we have for some time been acquiring local Newhaven recipes, with
a view to collecting them together as a resource for the promotion of
the newly revamped Newhaven Museum initiative for the Anchor
Building (and incidentally our thanks go to you again for the
overwhelming support for this initiative in your responses to our
recent survey — the return of the Newhaven Museum emphatically
won out over childcare for the Anchor Building's future use!). We
were recently reminded of this by an enquiry from the Fork in the
Road project, asking us if we could contribute to their Community
Cookery booklet.
So . . . do you have any family recipes descended from Newhaven
grannies or grandpas that you could donate to us for this worthy and
tasty cause? Anything that you can even recall as a dish that seemed
stylised or individual, that we could take as harvest from you? All
contributions would be very much welcomed — both fish and
otherwise! The jeely pieces of history are out there — somewhere —
for the taking.

ABOVE: Mannequins and an old cooker
from the old Museum in
the Council’s Stores

NB – ‘Pants Tart’ recipes are not required, but may be considered.

Calendar Due Soon
ONCE AGAIN, NEWHAVEN HERITAGE has raided the postcard albums of our Boxmaster, Dougie Ratcliffe
to produce the official 2021 Calendar. Twelve stunning pictures of old Newhaven that were
photographed in the first two decades of the 20th Century.
In previous years, we have benefited from the support of local businesses whose advertisements have
helped to underwrite the production costs of the community calendar.
2020 has been a most
challenging
year
for
everyone, not the least of
which are those in business.
So, in an act of solidarity and
friendship,
Newhaven
Heritage has taken the
decision to provide the
adverts free of charge in the
2021 Calendar and we
encourage all our readers to
not only buy the calendar
but support the trades and
establishments within.
The cost, as last year, is £6
including envelope and can
be purchased from the
Newhaven Police Box on
Saturdays and in other shops
that will be published in our
website.
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IN 1844, VICTORIA PRIMARY School opened its doors
to the children of Newhaven, firstly boys and then a
few years later, girls too. For over 175 years, the
school’s staff have given unstinting service and for as
long as photography was in existence, the building
itself has been an iconic part of the village’s
townscape.
About 35 years ago, the school was under review, the
school roll having fallen steadily. With the new
houses being built in the area, mainly in Western
Harbour, the class numbers have increased apace
with a new annexe of four classrooms opening in
2014 and a further two temporary Portacabins later.

Lighthouse where everyone can enjoy a Folk and
Fish Folk Festival at the park,
The procession will celebrate the rich diversity of
community groups that exist in Newhaven. Each of
the groups are invited to create their own flag or
banner to carry in the parade. To give the reader an
idea of the potential of the colourful spectacle this
would make, the image below shows a pageant
that was held in Tilbury, London under the auspices
of the Forth Port Authority to celebrate the
Windrush generation.

At some time in 2021, most likely at the beginning of
the new Autumn tem, a new school able to
accommodate the children of the area from preschool onwards as well as an after-school club will
open in Windrush Drive.
The community will surely want to commemorate
the old and celebrate the new and what better way
to achieve that than to have the old and new
communities come together for a Pageant and
Festival.
The ideal place for this is Lighthouse Park at the tip
of Western Harbour, To connect the two areas, the
procession will gather at Newhaven Harbour
Lighthouse and progress from there to the Leith

To add to the spectacle, you can be sure to see a
number of Newhaven fishwives’ and early Victorian
Newhaven fishermen and pilots’ costumes.
Following the pipe band will be Leith High
Constables in their regalia and it is hoped that we
will be honoured with the presence of Newhaven’s
Gala Queen and Fisher King. We may even be able
to encourage the Dowager Queen and King from
the Covid-cancelled 2020 Gala Day out of
retirement to give them some opportunity to
receive the praise and congratulations of the
Newhaven public. At the Pageant’s culmination, it
is intended to have a festival of family fun with
Scottish Country Dancing, Folk Singing and our
own Community Choir.
And what of our Big Fish, much lauded in an earlier
issue of The Bow-Tow? This huge sculpture will be
sited at the start of the procession in an area
adjacent to the Fishmarket. It is specifically there
to draw attention to the issues around protecting
our Planet for if we don’t, we could become as
extinct as this prehistoric Leedsichthys.
There is so much to organise and future Bow-Tows
will include updates as plans progress. It should
be noted, however, that the date for the event,
Sunday 15 August, is notional but likely. It is
conditional on the cruise ship itinerary to a certain
extent, Scotland’s progress towards eliminating the
coronavirus or the development of a successful
vaccine, and maybe the weather although, as Billy
Connolly has said, “There is no such thing as bad
weather, only inappropriate clothing!”
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ALL SHOPPED OUT
In the last issue of the Bow-Tow, we parted company with Myra, our guide, outside Tony Crolla’s which is where
we now meet with her again . . .
NEXT TO THE complex of shops where Crolla’s and the Leith Provident’s shops were located, was The Pend
(a small lane that took you down to a wood yard) and on the other side of that opening was Finlay’s (76),
another Fish and Chip Shop. It was good but, I think not as good as Giserteri’s, my favourite. My granny had
her fish shop just along from Finlay’s.
Next door to Smibert’s Pub was Jeannie’s (78) although we knew it as Steele’s — toffee cups, toffee apples
on sale.
Across the road — watch out for the trams and the occasional bus! — there was Joe Ranaldi (23). Not the high
class ice cream shop of the Crolla’s but the best value for your money. For 3d (no value today) you could buy
Vantas in a bottle (known as anti-freeze today, I would think). Good value for your pocket money. He had a slot
machine as well.
The Launderette was just along from Ranaldi’s. It was
a meeting place and gossip shop! You were in big
trouble if your Mum or Granny had put in extra soap
powder and it overflowed.
Rutherford’s (21) didn’t sell boiled ham so I was not in
there a lot. (Ed — to get the significance of this
statement, please read Myra’s first article in Bow-Tow
25.)
At the foot of the Whale Brae was Miller’s (20) the
newsagents (shown on left). He sold his shop to a Mr
Eadie. Miller’s had a brilliant sale. He sold stuff he
must have had in his shop since the war — the First
World War, I would think! It took years for Mr Eadie to
be accepted as it was always known as Miller’s.
On the other side of the Whale Brae was Frank Boyd,
butcher (17), who owned a fishing boat moored in the
harbour. On a summer night, weather permitting, he
would take groups around the bay — no life jackets,
no health and safety.
Andrew’s the Chemist was situated at the top of the
Whale Brae. Also Mrs Livingstone’s wool shop and a
whole different set of shops there.
Continuing along the Main Street, we must end at
Welch’s. Run by Alice, it sold boiled ham and Rainbow
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MYRA Jamieson remembers more …
Plan prepared from a map drawn by Flora Rutherford (not to scale)

Crystals, Rainbow Crystals were sherbet crystals in different colours. Eat too much and your mouth coloured
red and your tongue burned — all for thruppence.
I can’t end without mentioning the public houses of Newhaven:— The Marine Hotel, Maggie McFadyen’s, The
Drift Inn, Boatie Row (later Barney Battle’s), The Ship Inn, Smibert’s and The Peacock.
That was the 50’s Newhaven — well dressed, well fed . . . and alcoholic!

A Vision of the Past for the Future
IN RESEARCHING OUR archives for the “Retail Therapy” series of articles, we noted a paucity of images of
Newhaven’s shop interiors. Do you have anything in your box of old photographs by any chance? Of
course, the subject matter may be a person or people taken inside a shop, not necessarily a picture of the
shop itself devoid of any customers but some information can still be gleaned by looking at the background
to the main subject.
This dearth of interior images also extends to people’s homes, most especially any pictures taken in the
living quarters of one of the old fore-stair houses on Main Street or one of the old streets just off.
Admittedly, in those days of yesteryear, low light level photography was not as straightforward as
nowadays and usually required the use of a flashbulb or long exposure.
If you have anything available, you could visit us at the old Police Box down by the harbour on Saturday
August 8 or August 15 between 10.30 am and 12.30 pm and we can scan them while you wait. Alternatively,
if this is impractical, you can contact me at newhavenheritage@gmail.com and I will provide details of how
we, and thereby future generations, can benefit from archiving them. Thank you.
Gordon Young, Editor of The Bow-Tow.
LIKE US ON facebook /NewhavenOnForth

VISIT US on www.newhavenheritagecentre.org.uk

eu
s
e a Yo ?
l
P n lp
C aH e

D
W
O
R
C

D
N
FU

G
N
I

APPEAL

EDINBURGH’S
WEE-EST MUSEUM?
That’s the good news about resuming
our presence on Saturdays at the old
Police Box down by the harbour. From
early August, members of Newhaven
Heritage will be in attendance each
Saturday between 10 am and 1 pm to
chat, scan any Newhaven photographs
of yesteryear you may have, and
answer questions.
Such is the interest we experience each
time we are present, we would like to
transform the old police box into a little
museum by mounting magnetic
information boards onto the metal
structure. The panels would cover
many topics of interest about the
village’s history such as the Fishmarket,
the lighthouse, the Fishermen’s Kirk,
and so on..
Inside the police box, we will run a
rolling slide show of the images in the
archives of Newhaven Heritage on a
continuous loop for visitors to watch
and enjoy.
In this way, we can continue
to
promote Newhaven’s rich history and
heritage.

The anticipated cost is £1200 but, regrettably, any of the funders to which we could have applied are not
available to us due to the current coronavirus situation. The obvious potential benefactors are putting their
resources into helping struggling charities survive. This would mean that in the short term, this work could
not be done. And yet we feel that life must go on and every little inch of progress contributes towards
another milestone on the road to normality.
Can you help please? If so, please consider making a donation towards our goal of £1200. You can visit our
donation page on our website at

www.newhavenonforth.org.uk/donate
Any amount would be appreciated but we will have an acknowledgement board inside the police box for
donations in excess of £50 for those that are happy for their names to be displayed.. We would also be
grateful if donors who live in the UK and who are eligible could allow us to collect Gift Aid on their donation.
This would add a further 25% to the amount given and help speed us on our way to Edinburgh’s Wee-est
Museum.
Thank you.
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CALMED DOWN,
NOT
LOCKED DOWN
by CHRISTINE Shepherd
LITTLE DID WE think in March that the new way of working at Starbank would last for so long, but the
resourcefulness and adaptability of the Friends gardeners have kept the Park looking good. Spring planting
has been replaced by colourful beds supplied by Inch Nurseries and the star is once more covered in plants.
As well as flora a wide variety of fauna have been seen in the Park - woodpeckers, tree creepers, and nesting
blue tits (babies long since grown and departed at the time of going to press!) to name but a few.
Among the many visitors to Starbank Park over the recent weeks is someone who has a local printing
business. He has offered to produce some merchandise for the Park — mugs, cards, fridge magnets. Sale of
these will help to boost funds – somewhat depleted through the cancellation of our community events this
year — which enable the Friends to enhance the Park. Watch out for further details. Another fundraising
venture is the plant stall on Wednesdays and Saturdays which is proving to be a success thanks to
homemade lemon curd being available as well as the plants.
Meanwhile, continue to enjoy the beauty of Starbank Park and keep tending those sunflowers - entries to
be submitted by 30 September 2020 – to be judged from photographs. Prizes to be announced on
Wednesday 7 October at Starbank Park.
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(Above): DR-PC 058 Courtesy of The Ratcliffe Postcard Collection

Reproduced from the Leith Chamber of Commerce book of 1937
"The Port of Leith".
Courtesy of the Andrew Grant Collection
NEXT TO AGRICULTURE, the Fishings are regarded as a
leading industry of Scotland. Geographically, Leith lends itself
conveniently for the development of the fish trade and,
therefore, shares in the great "catches" of the Scottish waters
— east, north and west, along with those of the Hebrides, and
as far as Iceland. Statistics relating to local handlings are
somewhat baffling and misleading. The landings at Leith, or
Newhaven — an adjunct of the Port — take no account of the
trainloads regularly dispatched to marketing centres from
Leith and Granton-owned vessels.
Newhaven, where the fish are auctioned, is noted for its fisher
population, and was in early days, and still is, the chief source
of supply for the popular commodity. The happy and
picturesque figures of the fishwives, with creel on back, still ply
their trade with Edinburgh customers, who purchase their fish
“new drawn frae the Forth.” Mr John Russell, in his ‘The Story
of Leith’ narrates that "a fishwife's ordinary load varies from half
a hundredweight to a hundredweight [Ed — 50 to 100 Kg] and,
incredible as it may seem, heavier loads are sometimes carried
As the creel becomes lighter, her industry and thrift are very
much in evidence on her journeys, for she usually knits
whenever her hands are free, and this keeps herself and family
well supplied with good warm clothing.”
(Left) : DR-PC 019 Two Fishwives
Courtesy of The Ratcliffe Postcard Collection
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As will be observed from the illustrations
herein, "the Newhaven fishwife's dress is
admirably adapted to her calling." In their
smartest dress (Photo left —` Newhaven
Fishwives') the Newhaven fisher girls are
undoubtedly the golden butterflies of
their kind" and, as such, their Choir has
been engaged at concerts in London and
many large English and Scottish towns,
while they have frequently been invited to
broadcast. The Choir has from its
inception been under the training of Mrs
Ritchie and her daughters. None of the
members can read music, and yet no less
an authority than Sir Hugh Roberton, of
the famous Glasgow Orpheus Choir,
described them as "a nest of singing birds."

(Above) : 4_4001 Andrew Dow Kippering Staff
Courtesy of Sophia Abrahamsen

The future of the Port of Leith, in association with Newhaven, is now in process of extensive development
under the expansion programme of Leith Dock Commission, which visualises a large-scale market to connect
with the great English consuming centres.
Herring curers and dried fish curers have headquarters at Leith, although much of their work is, under existing
circumstances, done in northern stations and in towns far down the East Coast of England. Huge piles are
kept in stock in extensive warehouses for ship-store use, and for packing for export to meet the demand in
Australia, New Zealand, India, South Africa, America and Canada, besides an increasing home and
Continental trade.
Oyster beds in the Forth yielded large stocks, and exportation to the London market commenced in 1773.
From these beds, the oysters were taken to the Medway, and other rivers not distant from London, where
they were deposited to fatten for the great metropolis. In 1778, 8400 barrels were exported which, at 6s. per
barrel, produced £2,52o — a not inconsiderable revenue at this period. But early successes proved their
undoing, as the oyster banks were dredged finally to exhaustion of the commodity.

3_1030 Harbour BW c1926
Courtesy of George Hackland
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The Forming of
WESTERN
HARBOUR
THERE’S A FAMOUS image of New Lane taken from its
highest aspect and looking down the street towards the
Forth. Photographed at the end of the nineteenth century,
this clearly shows boats pulled up on to a shingle beach.
The sea came up to the shore at what is now Lindsay Road.
So where did the sea go?
With the increased volume of shipping being received at
Leith, The Leith Dock Commission saw the need to
enlarge the existing docks by building a deep harbour
enclosed by a new breakwater to the north of Imperial
Dock and another extending westwards to Newhaven
Harbour.
The profile of the breakwaters, as finally adopted, was the
result of exhaustive tests in the Hydraulic Laboratory of
Delft in Holland which resulted in a design intersected by
three berms, i.e. artificial ridges or embankments. This
causes the formation of a water cushion which breaks the
impact of the waves. For this reason the breakwater is
often referred to by locals as “The Dutch Dyke.”
The work to build the Port of Leith Western Extension
Breakwaters commenced in 1936 and was completed
1942. The design was the responsibility of the Dock
Commission’s own Chief Engineer, J Dalgleish Easton,
who was subsequently to oversee its construction with
contractors K L Kalis Sons & Co Ltd of London being
appointed to undertake the work.
A quantity of 3.3 million tons of mainly boulder-clay were
dredged from the pool of the proposed bay. Of this, 1.3
million tons was used in the construction of the
breakwaters themselves and the remainder used for
building up the reclaimed area as shown in the illustration
at the head of this page. (To help locate this in the mind of
the reader, this became the land upon which the
Caledonian Flour Mill was eventually built although this
was not foreseen at the time.)
To achieve this, four steam tubs, 23 barges, one steam
crane and much more besides were used to construct the
new breakwater along with a substantial workforce.
Eventually, the form of the breakwater was clearly seen
rising from the depths in an elegant arc. A further 800,000
tons of sand, obtained from the Firth of Forth by a suction
dredger, were required for the cores of the breakwater.
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Enjoy the whole film at —

https://player.bfi.org.uk/free/film/w
atch-leith-breakwater-1942-online
Documentary 1942, 30 mins, Silent
To cap and seal this structure, whinstone for the pitched
slopes, rubble backing and rubble toes was obtained from
local quarries. The Lothians Quarry Company Ltd of Ratho
supplied the bulk of this stone as sub-contractors. The
massive stone blocks were cut and shaped to neatly
interlink to become the stepped arrangement that is visible
to this day.
All of this information can be found on a film made by the
Leith Dock Commission at the time and now part of the
British Film Institute archive at the website location above.
Another fascinating film, with commentary, is also available
on their website and further demonstrates the effectiveness
of the project. This was shot in 1956 when H.M The Queen
arrived in the Royal Yacht Britannia at the quayside of the
flour mill when she visited Edinburgh.
(https://player.bfi.org.uk/free/film/watch-royal-visitto-leith-1956-online.
By the end of the last century, the western pool formed by
these breakwaters was being under-utilised.
As a
consequence, Leith Dock Commission, now the Forth Ports
Authority since privatisation, applied to the City of
Edinburgh Council to reclaim land and build residential and
commercial properties.
This work formed 19 ha of development land which will be
for predominantly housing stock including social housing,
affordable rental and owner occupied (Photo lower right). A
total population of over 14,000 will live on Western Harbour,
more than tripling the size of Newhaven as it used to be.
According to the property agents for Forth Ports Authority,
Rettie and Co., there are 36 applications for every home
currently being built on this land reclaimed from the Forth.
Many of these new residents will have been attracted to the
area by its history, heritage and proximity to the sea, The
historical aspect of Newhaven is being used as a unique
selling point by the agents who promote both the sense of
place and community on their online description of Western
Harbour.
The large park destined to be laid out, the proposed
doctor’s surgery and of course, the new school accepting
children from pre-school to Primary 7, will all help build on
that.
This, too, has been the driver for Newhaven Heritage
since it was founded in 2007. Through the understanding
of the way this community used to live and support each
other, it is hoped that what is now Greater Newhaven
would be imbued with the same attitude of mutual help
and respect, the willingness to be good neighbours and
to actively protect its uniqueness among coastal
communities.
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NEWHAVEN HERITAGE COMMUNITY GARDENS

Looking back
through
lockdown
THIS HAS BEEN an exciting year for the environment in
Newhaven as more people volunteer for Newhaven
Heritage Gardens Group and become engaged in
planting and growing.
We have created two willow arches (see Issue #24)
which are really growing well with willow from Kirkliston
and the planting skills of the young Victoria Primary
School After School children who were fascinated by
the willow poles.
All of them were installed in
collaboration with the CEC Park Rangers though we did
get rather wet!
We started a Veg & Herb club after the start of the
lockdown to enhance our diets. The tomatoes grown
from seed are doing well along with the herbs and
courgettes as well as all the salad crops that were
planted in troughs. The fig, plum, pear and cherry trees
all bring endless joy too.
There has been extra help in watering from the skilled support of a young man from Trinity Academy and we
are delighted that the flowers continue to blossom and he was instrumental in planting wild flowers so
hopefully the dream of a wild flower meadow in the Old Burial Ground will come true, We are keenly
watching that spot.
There has been grass cutting and loads of weeding to keep the place tidy by four new volunteers who have
time on their hands and want a break from working at home, all to the benefit of the local gardens. We were
donated a lawnmower which has become a valuable asset and never stops to keep the area looking trim.
We even assisted in a lady’s garden as it was so overgrown with weeds and added planters to bring colour.
Two local ladies in their senior years have completed the most amazing task in weeding at Newhaven
Harbour and what a remarkable difference it has made, They have banished the weeds!
Working in the gardens and the Old Burial Ground, I have had
frequent opportunity for friendly conversations with passersby — all socially distant, of course. I was struck by how many
people didn’t know the history of this little area of Newhaven
and arranged to have posters explaining its significance,
These now adorn the railings. Do drop by sometime and read
these.
During the summer we are giving local elderly and disabled
people bunches of flowers as a wee treat. The gardens have
been welcome tranquil spots during 2020 for all ages to
discover and enjoy moments of colour and delightful smells.
More volunteers, more produce, more blooms and more
peace and therapeutic benefits as well as community spirit.
Lockdown has had some benefit.

www.facebook.com/NewhavenHeritageCommunityGarden
14
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RESPONDING TO POPULAR demand, we have steadily produced a
number of souvenirs branded with images taken from Newhaven
Heritage’s archives. All profits go either towards improving the
village’s appearance or adding to our funds to help us protect,
preserve and promote its heritage. Here is a selection of a few of
these items which can be purchased from our website,
www.newhavenonforth,org.uk/shop. All prices are post free
within the UK. Please contact us if ordering from outwith the UK.

Book £20: Newhaven 1928-1978.
A social history of the village.
A4 size, 200 pages

Mugs £11.50 each
with depictions of
Newhaven

Tote Bags £9.50
Choice of three
designs

A NEW ADDITION TO the village, Newhaven North Football Club, are members of the local Sunday league
and they played their first game on 10th March 2019. The squad is made up from lads from Newhaven and
surrounds and their home ground was, when they were first set-up, at Muirhouse which was far from ideal.
It’s their ambition, once they are more established, to expand from the current adult male team to include
youth and girls teams. They have their eye on the 3G synthetic pitch which will be part of the new Victoria
School development to be their permanent home ground from 2021.
The pandemic brought a premature end to their first season but they have spent the time productively
fundraising and looking for sponsors. However it looks like team sports will be starting up again soon and
the team are keen to get back to weekly games.
At the end of July 2020 the team were fortunate enough to be offered the excellent facilities at East Pilton
Park as their interim home ground. This has necessitated a temporary name change to Lauriston Thistle to
comply with the terms of the lease at East Pilton Park.
The team are actively looking for sponsors and welcome new players. Please contact David Jamieson at
davjam102@hotmail.com if you are interested.'
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BOW —TOW GROUP

facebook footnotes
SOME PICTURES AND CONVERSATIONS FROM THE FACEBOOK CONTRIBUTIONS
Ian MacDougall: My Grandmother was Barbara Kerr
Combe and was born in Willowbank Row in 1906.
I've posted a photo (left) of a man we believe to be
William Combe - my Great Great Grandfather who was
born in 1844. I've been told that that photo was taken in
1925 which would put him at aged 81 . In the 1911 census
he is aged 66 and at 18 Victoria Place.
The first thing I noticed when I joined the group is the
striking resemblance to the man in the front of the cover
photo (above) - does anyone have any details of the cover
photo?
Editor’s footnote: The full version of the header picture shows the Klondyke in the background. This would
date the picture to a date after 1900. The man looking straight to camera certainly looks very similar but by
his posture, I would have presumed him to be younger than 81 and the picture earlier than 1925 — maybe
about 1910? The image on file was captured from a lantern slide. which is reasonable to presume was a
copy of the original.
Steve Flucker: My grandad Thomas Flucker (arms
crossed in this photograph, left) was born in Parliament
Square in 1900. I think he was known as Tattie Flucker
as his Dad ran a fish & chip shop for a while but that
nickname may have applied to his Dad instead.
Editor’s footnote: The trawler River Tay (GN64) was a
steam trawler built in 1918. It operated out of Granton
from 1925 with the registration GN64 and was owned by
G Paton. It was eventually wrecked in November 1943 in
a storm and blizzard in the Sound of Mull after
experiencing an engine failure. All the crew were rescued
by the Tobermory Lifeboat.
Thomas’s school registration
record for his date of admission
to Victoria Primary School on
5th September 1904 is shown in
the extract on the right.
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