
BACKGROUND PAPER
—  A Social Profile  —

 “Know from whence you came.  If you know whence you came, there are absolutely no limitations to where you
can go.”  JAMES BALDWIN, AFRICAN-AMERICAN NOVELIST & PLAYRIGHT.

This document is prepared for the steering group (SG) to provide background on Newhaven when considering
the route ahead.  It is offered as information which may prove relevant when deliberating choices or formulating
a business plan.

Anyone who has read Chris Garner’s book, Newhaven 1928-1978: A Scottish Fishing Community, cannot help
but recognise the social cohesion that was at the heart of the village.  This intrinsic sense of community was
irrevocably destroyed with the callous manner of Newhaven’s redevelopment on the 60’s and 70’s and further
reinforced by the canyons of high rise accommodations that have pushed the shoreline further and further
away from Newhaven’s centuries-long association with the sea.

The old Newhaven community and the social mores that protected it can never be recreated but the potential
realised by a heritage and community centre can go a long way to building a new sense of community in what
can be defined as the Greater Newhaven area.

A Bridge Between Communities

The Newhaven Heritage Centre and Community Hub needs to be a bridge between the communities of the
original villagers and the new residents that live in the modern houses on the other side of Lindsay Road.
This has been the central tenet of Newhaven Heritage Centre — and its predecessor, the Newhaven Action
Group — since its rising from the ashes of the Newhaven Community Museum’s closure in 2006.

The Centre needs to be fully inclusive providing a gathering place for all local people to come together
regardless of age, gender, sexual orientation, creed, race, or socio-economic status.  It has to be recognised
as a leveller not merely as an aspiration but as a reality and should be at the very core of the steering group’s
vision.  Pragmatically, this profile will also strengthen the case for the asset to be transferred from the City of
Edinburgh Council to the community of Newhaven.

There are no exact figures for what could be termed the Greater Newhaven area.  Indeed, the developers have
not finished building on the Western Harbour site but the 2011 census identified the following statistics in its
summaries of population and age:-

In all likelihood, although the numbers of households and population will increase as more houses go up, the
percentages will remain more or less the same.

Population Households M F <10 10-19 20-64 65+
7861 3360 4017 3844 769 571 5419 1102

Percentage of Population 10 7 69 14



The context of social deprivation also needs to be addressed.  The socio-economic group structures are defined
in the 2011 Census in the table below.  This data, of course, does not constitute household income (although
can be useful as an approximate indicator).   Statistical analysis of waged and unwaged can be found with
further research:-

The Open Meeting was highly successful except in one regard.  It was disappointing that the meeting was not
as fully representative as it was hoped it would be for there was no presence of ethnic minorities or, so far as
we can tell, from the most deprived section of the community.  Engagement with these two groups will be
essential to the successful outcome of the project.  Identification and engagement of these constituent groups
will be a significant challenge for the SG.

The Centre as a Community Asset

Today (2018), the population is now around 10,000 — the size of a small town.  And yet Greater Newhaven,
which comprises the original village and the area on the north side of Lindsay Road, has only a single
community space, Newhaven Parish Church.  It has none of the trappings that helps to define a town as a
community.  No High Street shops as a leisure facility; no public greenspace within its centre in which to relax
and exercise.  A shrug of the shoulders and an airy wave in the direction of Leith and Edinburgh offering all
that is required does not address the fundamental precept that communities require a focus to build a sense
of their identity.

Further, with the many hundreds of children and young folk now living in Greater Newhaven, the seeds of a
whirlwind are being sown by the lack of appropriate space in which the youth can safely and constructively
spend their leisure time.

Newhaven has two distinct populations — those who have a family history of being resident in the old village
and those who have chosen to live in the area drawn by the attractive harbour and, for many, the sense of
history.  It needs a place where both groups can mix and mingle, can learn and engage: it needs a Community
Hub.  It needs a place where both groups can learn and engage: it needs a Heritage Centre.

The vacated Victoria school can provide such an opportunity but it won’t come cheap.  Not only will it require
financial backing available through a number of benefactors such as the Heritage Lottery Fund and the Scottish
Land Fund, it will need substantial input of time and talent.  It will be an expectation of those who financially
support this venture that.  Once created, Newhaven Heritage Centre and Community Hub is self-sustaining.

There may be a temptation to consider leasing classrooms in the buildings on a tenancy basis but analysis
should be given to the implications of this commitment.  The short-term advantage of a regular income could
be rod with which to beat one’s back in the event of unexpected expenditure.  The limited benefits of this
strategy are also outweighed by the overarching benefit of the local community forming friendships in the
multiplicity of day and evening classes.

Conclusion

The Steering Group faces a daunting task ahead as it builds its business plan and vision statement.  The
Committee is wished diligence, wisdom and foresight as it draws its conclusions.  And a successful outcome.

Population Households M F AB C1 C2 DE
7861 3360 4017 3844 1236 1235 358 496

Percentage of Population 37 37 11 15


